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Llearning Lesson :*

Not many Amerfeans, surely, have forgotten
the U2 affair. Those whosa recolleciions may
have become blurred may kave their riemories
of that trgle episcde refreshed with the publica- |
tiga saon of “Tie U2 Mlair” written by David |
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Wisa and Thorea+ B. Ross. !

There fis nothing in American history quite
like that affuir. When the plane piloted by Fran-
cis Gary Powers went down 1,200 miles inside
Soviet Hursia 8 chain reaction set in thal shook
the world. Of all the figures in that inc:dent per-
hops no one was 8o touched with tragedy as
President Dwight D Eisenhower. He assumed

full responsiblity for the flight and saw his |

dresm of being remembered in histary as &
peace-maker «xpiodcd i the brutal disruptios -
by Nikita € Khrusiche: of the summit confer-
ence ln Pans.

The saddaet part of all is that no one appears
to have learned any lussons from the incident.
James Hagerty, the President's press secretary
ot the time, seemed fo sum up the public feel

ing when he said thui the lesson to be learned .

was don't get caught.

Practically oll the officlal difficultiex that |
arose from the U? fiight that failed, however, }
can be traced to tie breach of a convention as ¢ M0 finsco,

toward Col. Rudclf Abel. caught and ecavieted: |

of spying in the U, 8, who was finally exchang-
ed for Powsrs. Russia consistemtly took the atti-
tude that Abel wag not and never had been a spy.

The U3 affair, together with the Cuban inva-
may have brokea the ppwer of the

old ag military fmictugence, The unvarying rule Central Inleliigence Agency (o collect intelli-
has been to deny officially the existence of any ° gonce as weli as direct noticy. Congreas may

esplonage activitics on our - part. Throughout |
history sples have been caught and executed.
without any expression of official wterest on the
. part of their eountries. The convention has made
it possible for pations to live with esplonage
"and eounter-espionage.

Conirast, for instance, the Russian altitude

ret inmst that a select “watehdog’” commities

be appointed to overses the CIA, but there is-
evidence, if not official confirmation, that the

direction of policy has been taken firmly awdy

from the CIA sad lodged where it belongs, in [

the highest echelons of the executive department.
1f 50 the U2 has taught us one lessom of value.
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